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Discographies, discussions and discoveries galore await the vinyl collector in 
this passionate online community, soon expanding its remit to welcome hi-fi 
enthusiasts into the fold. By Simon Berkovitch

he thing I’m most proud of with 
45cat is the community that has 
been created,” explains Colin 
Roger, co-creator with Alan Hake, 

former head of the Must Destroy record 
label. “We’ve generated almost 400,000 
comments, and it’s incredible to think that 
this enormous wealth of information 
wouldn’t have been collected if we hadn’t 
started the website. One of my favourite 
things is when someone posts a comment 
about a disc that maybe didn’t sell at the 
time, but they get to tell their story about 
how it was made. We want 45cat to be the 
place where people go to get the background 
story of any disc.”

Created in 2007 by school friends Alan 
(pictured opposite page) and camera-shy 
Colin, 45cat – “an online archive dedicated 
to the magic of the 7in single”, according to 
the site’s tagline – was developed in private 
for a year before the database was made 

visible to the public. Joining the community 
is simple – and free of charge. Inside, you’ll 
find an ever-evolving database of 7in singles 
from around the world, music videos and a 
friendly forum of like-minded enthusiasts. 

“Members range from people who’ve found 
a few records in their loft to famous 

collectors of labels or artists,” Alan explains, 
“For this reason, if you have a particular 
question, there is usually an expert who is 
willing to shed light on the subject.”All that’s 
missing is a marketplace, but this is pending.

A practical consideration informed the 
genesis of this expansive resource. “I’d 

wound down Must Destroy [the label that 
unleashed The Darkness’ debut] in 2006 to 
become a house husband and was looking to 
do something that I could work on from 
home,” Alan explains. “I was a big fan of 
Discogs [discogs.com], but at that time it 
wasn’t that strong on 7in singles and felt 
quite text-heavy. I wanted to create a similar 
site, focusing on discographies, but make it 
for just my favourite format – 45s – and 
make the images of the record and sleeves 
more prominent.” Alan also took inspiration 
from film website IMDb (imdb.com), which 
encourages its members to discuss the films. 
“In my head, 45cat would draw from these 
two sites but look much prettier,” he says.

To help realise this vision, in stepped 
valuable tech-support. “Colin and I met at 
secondary school,” Alan explains. “He was 
the only person I knew who could write 
programs on a ZX Spectrum. We were both 
into computer games and music. Come to 

FEATURE
45CAT

Cat that got the cream

T

“We have an amazing 
bunch of moderators – 
the website wouldn’t 
work without them”
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think of it, we both still are.” Colin 
does all the coding for the site. 
“Everything else is a combination 
of the two of us,” Alan adds.

“Never go into business with a 
friend, so the saying goes. Luckily, 
Alan and I ignored this,” laughs 
Colin. “It seems that it’s far more 
important to choose a business 
partner with the same vision and 
outlook. We knew there were 
already websites that focused on 
the database listings aspect of  
7in singles. We wanted to build 
something better; something 
more community minded. What 
could we provide that was better?”

The answer was launched in October 2008, 
concentrating on UK 45s, but progress was 
surprisingly rapid: to meet interest from its 
growing membership, 45cat was opened to 
include worldwide 7in singles in 2011. Half 
a million had been documented by 2014 and 
the count currently stands at over 655,000. 

Seventh Heaven
“The 7in was one of the key items of popular 
culture from the fifties to the nineties, 
reflected in the huge number of different 45s 
that were produced,” explains Colin. “But 
how many were there? My initial estimation 
was five million. We currently have more 
than 650,000 catalogued, so I’ve revised my 
guess to an even million.

“Even finding a definitive listing of the 
most popular artists in the world, such as  
The Beatles or Queen seemed impossible 
previously, so cataloguing and discussing  
less popular discs seemed practically 
nonexistent. We wanted to rectify that while 
there was still time.”

“A few years after we started, we added 
support for including YouTube videos on  
to the page of each record. That really 
improved the site – it became a place to 
discover new old music and new new music. 
It seems that almost every song is now on 
YouTube, but where do you start? We hope 
that 45cat provides a more curated entry 
point into the labyrinth.” 

No longer a Sisyphean task, to continue 
this thorough process of meticulous 
documentation, 45cat has enthusiastic help 

from its community of like-minded collectors 
which it serves. “We also have an amazing 
bunch of volunteer moderators – the website 
wouldn’t really work without them,” says 
Alan. “Moderators are members who have 
been using the site for a while and have 
perhaps entered all their collection into the 
various sites but still want to contribute 

more. They approve new entries and correct 
any typos or other errors. They also keep an 
eye on the forums as the occasional heated 
argument does happen – it is a community 
of people who are extremely passionate 
about their music, after all. 45cat became 
popular extremely quickly and there’s no 
way that just Colin and I could keep track of 
things, even if we worked 24/7.”

Unlike Discogs, 45cat doesn’t have a 
marketplace in which members can buy and 
sell pieces from their collections right now, 
but one is on the cards – the site’s creators 
are just figuring out the best way to 
integrate it properly. “We’re hoping to 
introduce it in a way that doesn’t spoil the 
overall tone and friendliness we’ve created 
with 45cat,” says Colin. “This may seem 
idealistic to some, but we’ve always tried to 
keep the site as commerce-free as possible. 

Both Alan and I have other 
jobs, and it’s never been 

our aim for 45cat to be  
a money tree at the 

bottom of the garden. 
We’re bombarded 
with emails offering 
services to increase 
our revenues per 
web page hit, but 

that’s not really what 
we’re about. We do 

THE HOLY GRAIL OF 
NORTHERN SOUL

The first 7in single discography on 45cat to be 
completed was UK record label London – enabled 
by the jaw-dropping discovery of a soul gem that 
wasn’t supposed to exist.
“London is regarded as the first label that British 45 
fans collected as such,” explains Alan, himself the 
owner of an impressive hoard of 20,000+ 7in 
singles. The label began in the mid-fifties and 
specialised in providing American acts – such as 
Fats Domino and Bo Diddley to name but two 
important artists  – with a domestic UK release. “The 
advent of rock ‘n’ roll meant that some of the wildest 
and most exciting singles of the period came out on 
London, which has lent it an aura for collectors of a 
certain generation. Although not all of the 3,500+ 
45s on London fit this description, that hasn’t 
stopped numerous fans of the label trying to track 
every last one down and own the lot!”

Some serious record collectors and eminent fans 
have contributed to compiling 45cat’s definitive 
discography, including the late David M McKee – a 
London Records expert who authored a two-volume 
history of the label. “Sadly, David passed away this 
year,” explains Alan, “and is already sorely missed by 
the 45cat membership.”

A complete collection of London 45s has now 
turned out to be an even harder task. In June 2014, 
the only known issue copy of Darrell Banks’ Open 
The Door To Your Heart went up for auction. For 
years, there were only thought to be demo copies of 
this Northern Soul club classic – the new Holy Grail 
for collectors, even rarer than Frank Wilson’s 
seminal soul demo Do I Love You (Indeed I Do), 
which last changed hands for a heart-stopping £25K 
in 2009 – as all stock copies were believed to have 
been destroyed when EMI won the rights to release 
the record in 1966.

“The Darrell Banks single was 
previously thought not to 
exist and ended up selling 
for just under £15,000,” 
explains Alan. “All this 
despite the exact-
same single being 
issued a couple of 
months later on the 
Stateside label.” This 
version is valued at a 
much less wallet-
worrying £40.

“I wanted to create a site 
of discographies, but 
make it for just my 
favourite format – 45s”

City Giants’ obscure  
debut 45 from 1987 has  
been given a new lease  
of life thanks to the site
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have some minimal advertising for non-
members – which helps to pay costs – but 
we’re loath to cover the site with pop-up 
adverts just to earn a few quid.”

Such is the site’s success at unearthing 
rarities, when it comes to obscure one-off 
singles, 45cat will often be the only Google 
result – and with a story to tell. “We’ve had 
plenty of instances of ex-band members 
finding their own single on the site and 
adding a few comments or answering 
questions,” explains Alan. “One of the best 
examples was Paul Davies who was from  
a band called City Giants. Paul still had a 
stash of unplayed copies of their sole 1987 
indie-pop single – Little Next To Nothing on 
the group’s own Give It A Blast label. Already 

a cult artefact in Japan and despite it 
regularly reaching £50+ at auction, he 
decided to offer these copies to 45cat’s 
members at the original 1987 price: a steal 
at £1.50 plus £1 for postage. Needless to say 
they sold out pretty quickly.”

Stars on 45
Spurred on by 45cat’s success and members’ 
demand, sister site 45worlds launched in 
2013. “Alan and I were amazed at how 
quickly 45cat took off,” admits Colin. “It 
seemed we were providing something that 
people wanted – an easy-to-use website that 
balanced dry database content with a 
welcoming community platform. So we 
thought perhaps people would enjoy similar 
websites for other cultural items, too.”

Once the majority of members’ 7in single 
collections were already on 45cat, interest 
shifted to other formats. “Members started 
asking for a way of cataloguing 12in singles, 
vinyl LPs, 78s and CDs and so forth so that 
they could keep scanning and uploading 
their collections,” Alan says. Expansion was 
the natural response to demand.

“45cat’s aim was to have a page for every 
single ever released, and 45worlds will do 
the same for other media,” says Alan. This 
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companion website expands on the model of 
45cat to include all other music formats – 
LPs, 12in singles, 78s, audio cassettes, 
8-Track cartridges, CDs and so on – as well 
as magazines, cinema, music memorabilia, 
Blu-rays, DVDs and live concerts. This 
companion website is just about to break 
through 250,000 items. Six additional 
worlds are planned before the end of 2015: 
musical equipment, record shops, books, 
computer games, beer and hi-fi.

Hi-fi Choice
“We’ll be introducing Hi-fi world before the 
end of the year,” Colin predicts. “It will be  
an inclusive platform for audiophile fans to 
catalogue, collect and discuss both vintage 
and contemporary kit. Each new world  
we create starts out in beta-testing, and 
members can shape how the finished 
website turns out. We’d love Hi-Fi Choice 
readers to contribute – the best thing to do  
is to sign up to 45worlds and have your say 
on the forum when the new world arrives.” 
Adds Alan: “I’m quietly confident that your 
readers will have some incredible vintage 
separates that are just crying out to be 
documented and shared with many other 
like-minded enthusiasts.”

“We hope to build on our experience with 
45cat: the community is the most important 
thing,” explains Colin. “Rather than building 
a website that just lists items, we’re trying to 
construct a website where people share 
comments and opinions. There will be plenty 
more worlds to come. Whatever our 
membership collect or enjoy doing can 
become a world of its own.”

“Expanding to include other cultural 
artefacts also means that people can use a 
single website to ‘collect’ everything together 
– a staggeringly huge amount of creative 
output. Rather than listing all the movies 
you’ve watched on one website, all the books 
you’ve read on a different site, all the CDs 
you own on another, why not collect them 
all in a single place? This is our plan for 
45worlds. There really aren’t any limits.” l   

OUT OF THE ARCHIVES
45cat’s Alan selects some personal favourites from 
the extensive database of multi-format global 
releases, from withdrawn 7in singles to ultra-rare 
8-track cartridges.  

Pink Floyd 
The Dark Side of the Moon
“This Yugoslavian 
quadrophonic issue of the 
classic 1973 LP has 12 label 
variations listed. The inner 
sleeve shows how to 
arrange your speakers.”

The Rolling Stones 
Let it Bleed
“Like many SACD releases, 
this hybrid disc from  
2002 also contains a 
normal red book audio 
layer that is playable on 
standard CD players.”

Black Sabbath 
Paranoid
“The original Norwegian 
issue of this 7in is easily 
identified due to the 
screenprint-style design 
common to the country  
in that era.”

The 13th Floor Elevators 
You’re Gonna Miss Me
“It may take some time 
before we have all the 
variations for this garage-
psych 45. This is the original 
1966 US International 
Artists label issue.”

Sex Pistols 
God Save The Queen
“The legendary withdrawn 
issue [A&M, 1977] of this 
controversial 45 can sell 
for over £5,000 – but 
people should beware  
of counterfeit copies.”

The Beatles 
Something
“One of the highest-priced 
Fab Four demo 45s, as by 
the time the single hit the 
shops, it had moved to the 
Apple imprint, making this 
an expensive curio.”

Dennis Wilson 
Sound of Free
“The sublime debut solo 
7in. Amazingly, it wasn’t 
released in America, and it 
was another seven years 
until his first LP – the 
classic Pacific Ocean Blue.” 

Led Zeppelin 
Led Zeppelin
“Led Zep’s debut album 
perhaps didn’t sound  
its most bombastic on 
8-Track, but it’s undeniably 
a lovely example of a gone-
but-not-forgotten format.”CONTACT

DETAILS

45cat.com
45worlds.com
facebook.com/45cat

“Hi-fi world will be a 
platform for fans to 
catalogue, collect  
and discuss their kit”

The 45cat website is  
an easily navigated  

wealth of information


